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Lairdo- SeVosjoly- 'Initial impressions, throueh Chapter 3 

This man is much less the authentic pati^ot that ho presents . Eis 

consists, initially, of beins anti^ei-man, which was true oi w oi ^ tS 

the Itmds tal:en by tlv.- Gemma. He wae. 19 at the tmne France fell, older 

minimimi of the Army or othe,.- sei’vices. His om best representation oi his is that 

he helped others escxii^!. This was also true of a large nur.iber of hex™ olce where 

the liaSrd was gr-eater, as it was in almost .very other country where it ^so was not ^ 
uncommon as migSTt seem to bo the case. His account of the etm^ly irench underground is one 
in which wliat ho hides, Ms ovm political views, emerge soon f 

Com unists did is bad. That they harrassed the Germans and brougl:it on retaliation is, to 
him a serious crime. And if they had not harrassed the Germans? From Ms acooimt. no 
^;rs mid Sit is simple ifrcredible. The rendering of intelligence wMch is the 
oMy otSr thing he mentions, is hardly the way to fight an army of bitter occupafeon. 
MtS'ogh they a^e infreouent. Mo references to those he Mslikes include suggestions tlmt 
they are Soviet agents (as \dth Genevieve Tabouis, the well--cno>m joo^Ois }. 

The self-portrait of tire iMtial part is tliat of a modest hero wMse majOr e-.^loit 
consists in escaping despite undeviatin&Ly bad judgement about tliose in whom ho puts Ms 

to lS:y fio?d things fell into Ms lap, as boiirg told with whom to oalxe contact 

in the British Kmbassy^-n l«rdxid. Vfhere he admits Ms own blunders, ho ^Iws 
on another, and aside from all those ho trusts being ^wortl^ ox lit^lrfM 

judgement in staying oht in Paris for a rendezvous -wldcii maue violation o. the c^ew 
iiavoidablo, vdt ttre unavpidable consequomces of tlrat foolishness, most of Ml lor an agexrt 
at who in Ms case, despite tire eiuiggerated reprecraitation, is a co^er only. 

^ His representations of French politics are grossly inadequate. For e;c^ple, he mention, 
those laiorm in the US as SynareMsts without using tMt word, not “f 
possible reflection that Ms Ameidcan editors ai-e uniamiliar rath tte politics 
tical groups of that period, referring to them as tire Cagoule and the wearers of hoods, 
whereafuiiSy are kiror-rin the US and esleuhere as the Cagoulards. His first men ui^ir of 
Jacques Soustelle, a real fascist, is flatter^g aird without reference to Ms politics, Ms 
qn nnn fl GV6H DiorG fcLoyinG v/itli 1^115 SiiD© omissioiie ^ 

In short, subtly disguised in anti-GomiaMsm, I'd say this is a fascis ^ '’'5? 

from childhood. He vjas immediately, instinctively and remained anti-deGaul_e^and - 
His cMef opjosltion to FDR is presented as opposition to FDR s intrusion luoo loc 
Freeh politics, as in orgaMzing a military government for the liberation, o ^ 

means ^R was against "genuine democracy", tlrat being represented 

how, Mth no government readyto take over when the Gormans r/ere °wt , oho irench peep 
Hera to have a spontaneous democracy, genuine at that. Uitliout such things as ove a 

machineiy for elections. , . , , 

Tire best ho is able to sajs r.hen it is stripped down to rdrat he does say, of Ms om 
early career in doGaulle' s intelligence, - here ho was in charge of the United States and 
the Far East, is that he is without personal accomplislrmcnt, bein;j able^to 
US only wteit was fed rfithout inspiration by those already there ana tlrao he 
contact rath the Par Ban tMt an exploit that should have enured eveiyone s ^^tion 
was unknorm to him. TMs wan tlrat of an antWapanesc young Prencsraan who shaved Ms dog, 
roote lirtelligence data on tire sldn, let the IrMr grow back, and tnen escaped with ^ 
dog. In short, he is a bureaucrat whose pEeoccupation in rath internal politics, a ixm ^ 
whose only genuine and persisting animosities ore a^iiinst tliose who act u y 
theariti-Ge nan work, dcGaulle and the Coaiuidsts. V/hether tMs is the view of the oldei ma 
may be a question, but from tiro internal corrient I’d jiidgi, it exis'-ej 

Ms adult life. I'd not be surprised it he had been a member of the Croix de Pou^wni^ is 
never once mentioned, as is none of the politics precoeding the fMl of £ ranee. ^®<^® 
with the accomplished fact and imposes limited politics as indicated above beginning rath 

^^^^^It'^y^brexaggorate.i, but to tire point I’ve reached, wMch is about l/5 of the way 
thi’ouglr the book, I'd say that he began anti-Ameidcan, wMch is consistent with the politics 
I impute to him. Also, I'd say the writing of tMs book is not Mthin the educational 



he gives himself and, in fact, is such that there would have been no need for any IcLnd of 
a deal ;d.th Uric. I an sug .esting tliat he did not do the actual widting. But tl^re is no 
ceodit to an identified collaborator or editor, merely thanlcs to one who helped '*tlirougii 
the difficulties of the English gramnar”. Aftoi* he had lived liore for ^ years. 

I find myself wondering if there is any suggestion of similarity inconcept bet^/ecn 
his cado name, **Lamia" (the assignment or selection of vdiich lias not yet been e:qplained, 
so ^ presume it is of a later period of his life) and of the "JaLies^in the assumed name 
Eepbum. It is difficult to believe tliat L*Amerique Brule wac given a made-up name because 
ofie of th .5 people involved liad a tiling for Audrey Hepburn, leading to J'aime Eepbum or 
James Eepbum. In Lamia, V 7 hich can have an entirely different explaiation, there is still 
”Ani'*, vrhich is suggestive of "aime” and seems to be of com on root. 

I find that Roosevelt’s deteirai .ation to end colonialism is to liim anti-democratic, 
more, against ’’genuine” ot ’’real", I’ve forgotten the exact vford, democracy, vdiich it 
vxould seem is really ’’domocracy”. 

^'‘one of tliia is to suggest that it is not an autlientic adventure to save one s ov/n 
life under the conditions he ascidbes to liis early exjiloits, those included; nor am I 
sug;, 0 oting tliat the saving of any life by helping with a border-crossing is not a good 
thing, regardless of wliose life is saved. There are ^J?ts of this that are entirely'' un- 
explained and can in themselves leads to prowcativo questions (example: where tlie hell a 
kid of 19 or 20 got all those t ousands of f fanes he had on escape end for liis aaventures 
peior to that becoming necessary by his o\/n stupidities only). Vliat I am suggesting is 
that his self-portrait is of a man ifithout subtlety or real ability, a man at best minor 5m 
the vTidespread op osition to the Gemaans and vrho sits in adverse judgement on those who did 
the daring and really risky things (and I in later life knew girls wliose bravery greatly 
exceeded his ovm representation of his courage), and a man who ^^t the job given him only 
because there simply wasn’t anyone available who had the qualifications. Bis own escajie 
and t^io fact that he was alive seem to luwe been liis only qualifioations, from his ov/n 
representation. His protestation tiiat he really wanted to bu dropsy d back inside ranee ^ 
and be a secret agent is either a cheap literaiy device or a slef-portrait of an incredibly 
stupM man, for he V 7 as and ho knew he was wanted by th. Oermexis and by the Vichj^ police. 

I tliinlc it is partly both, false representation of daring and an inGonsitivity to his ovm 
shortcomings, v;hich ho didn’t realize and still doesn’t. The subconscious reflection Oi. this 
may be part of his representation tliat he op^iosed the job assigned him because he knew 
nothing of the US or Far East. From my o*.*n exptirience, I can attest the mermngless of 
this, for I oat on a desk in vjliich 1 liad no language fa m i l iarity at all and no Icnovrledge of 
the people or their culture and v/as able to perform vrell enough. 

I do not know enough about the published literature to make a judgement, but if some 

of the early secret con uni cations between doGaulle and tue British government md oi;hGr 
such documents quoted have not been published, then he started stepjdjig secret files at 
op. early age, and I wool - not presume this vras iutonded for later literary use. It is 
more reasonable to if that early, meaning aliiiost as soon as he was assigned to 

CBRA, ho part of a politcal and op xisition ring. All ho quotes is i^inti-deGaulle. It 

is clear tliat he was op,x>sed to deG from the outset, and that nalces one wonder much about 

VnVrn /^d raore about his then politics or not politictil alignment. When to tMs I add ttot 
by far his most glovxing endorsement, including of liis intellectual capabilitios , is of oustol e, 
and in tlmt he hides Soustellc’s politics, I an mtliout seidous doubt. This loan \ms a spy 
witliin a spy agency when the survival of the country he pretended to be sez-ving v7aa in doubt. 
...Tlie various opinions he does not or oaiiriot avoid about people and events Cij.st the same 
kind of 1 1 ght and in the sane focus. Only later reading can naice tliis evaluation viable and 
perliaps it will not, but it is the impression of a critical reading, because I begin \d.th 
dark suspicions about tliis man and bis self— concexit and liis ignorance, arrapince or gross 
dishonesties in the claims he malieo for himself, as v/ith the Misolo 0risis, where he 

somply was not the source he claims to be, tliat being known to me. 

To tho i>oint I have readied, there is no single thing to dispute the advance opinion 
tliat this is a book tliat could have bo( n fostered by the CIA, other and antiOdemocractic 
forces or botlu 



